BOOK REVIEWS 


OwNHi^Y, Gi KALO B. and Thomas M()kij:y. 1991. Vascular Plants of Minne- 
sota. A Checklist and Atlas. University ot Minnesota Press, 2037 

University Avenue Southeiist, Minneapolis, MN 55 1 1 4. Hardbound S39-95 

( + $3.00 shippint;). 30H pp. 

Amoiii^ i^Lihlications most useful in the preparation oi overall ranine maps for various species 
(as mandaied, for example, for \'/oni oj Norl!.^ An/encci) are state lloristic atlases. Since I 9<S() such 
works ha\'e ap(x‘ared for (leor^ia, Louisiana, Utah, and Viri^ima. Now Minnesota joins this select 
i;roup. 

M I nnesotii s vascular flora inclueles 1 6 I (S natixe iind +92 introduced species. Like many states, 
Minnesot.i can claim to be a meetini; i^rouiKl of broad vettetation types, in this case the prairie 
and the eastern forest ( conifer /one and "hardwood forest strip ). (A map of Minnesotii 
vei^etation is on pat^exi.) In the atlas, the Minnesota ranine of each vascular plant s|x*cies is shown 
by a dot in each county of occurrence. Prececlintt the 209 |xy<tes of maps (nine per paije; pai^x" si/e 
2 1 X 11 A cm) is a “Qiecklist of the vascular plants of Minnesota.” Makini; the list especially 
useful IS the inclusion of literature references under nxinv utaiera. 

Loni;-time faculty members at the University of Minnesota, Drs. Ownbey and Morley based 
their atlas on the ca. 9“^, ()()() Minnesota specimens in the University of Minnesota 1 lerbarium 
(M I N) at St. Paul (and “in a few' instances, on s[x*cimens at other institutions”). 'Lheir work will 
be much consulteel both within and outside of their state. j(Jjn U" Ihicni, 


Sill i:n;s, Rk iiakd E. and Roli-r'I’ E Rafiaii^ 1990. The Healing Forest: 

Medicinal and Toxic Plants oi Northwest Amazonia. Dioscoridcs 
Press, 9999 SW Wilshire, Portland, Oregon, Price Unknown, 4S 1 pp. 

Phis book, c ledicatt'd to the I ndians who shared their knowledtte of medicinal j'>lantswith the 
authors, is an excjuisite and valuable text dealing w'ith the toxic and medicinal plants of the 
nort Invest Ama/on. 1 he authors, understand in it that many readers w'ould not be pure eth nobota- 
nists or taxonomic botanists, have arranited aiul discussed selected plants in a \ery user-friendly 
w'ay. Plant families are arranited aUhabet ically without reitard to phyl()i;enetic relationships. 
Cicnera w ithin fiimihes iind species within i;enera are similarly arranited. 

A full citation of the place and date of publication of each binomial is prox ided. Cienerally, 
s\ iionyms are not itiven aixl, in some cases, older more xvell knoxvn binomials are retained In place 
of some recently chai\i;ed unfamiliar names. Indi^itenous names of'plants are provided xvlth their 
tribal iilentifications. 'Fhese abori^itinal names collected b\- the authors are xxritten in a simple 
orthoi^raphy and a pronunciation kex' is provided. 

A brief introduction describini; t he iteoura|^hic ranite, itcneral chemical constituency (xvhen 
known), and rmxlicinal uses is provided for each i^enera. Additionally, s|secific medical of toxin 
applications are j^resenied tor each species discussed. 

Of the 15 16 species (in 1 l5 families and 59 I i^enera) listed in this book, at least 50X have 
had little or no invest iitation. This book collectixely represents nearly half a century of field 
re.search by the authors. The text clearly meets its stated i^oals of emphasi/ini; the importance 
of ethnobotanical conservation and focusine attention on the biochemicals of' this reuion that 
ni.iy havf value to motlcrn nircliciiif and industry, /w Kiilkiu. 
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